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Abstract:

Taking the role of frames into account may significantly add to the tools that have been developed for
communication and learning on complex risks and benefits. As part of a larger multidisciplinary study into
climate-related forms of sense-making this paper explores which frames are used by the citizens of
Western European countries and, in particular, the Netherlands. Three recent multi-national public opinion
surveys were analysed to examine beliefs about climate change in the context of beliefs about energy
technology and concerns about other environmental issues, such as natural disasters. It appeared that
many citizens had only vague ideas about the energy situation and that these do not constitute an
unequivocal frame for climate issues. In contrast, the results suggest that the long-lasting rainfall and severe
floods in Central Europe have had a significant impact. Climate change was often framed in a way that
articulates its associations with rain- and river-based problems. This result is extremely important for risk
communication, because especially in the Netherlands with its vulnerable coastal zones climate change
may produce many more consequences than rain- and river-based problems only.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.2166/wst.2007.538

Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: &

audience to whom the resource is directed

Public

Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: ™
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Non-United States

Non-United States: Europe

European Region/Country: European Region
Other European Region: Western Europe

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

Health Outcome Unspecified

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource

Research Article

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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